
INSURANCEUpdate  

THE RENTAL CAR INSURANCE 
PUZZLE SOLVED 

Did you know we offer 

all these services?! 
 
X Home Insurance 
X Condo Insurance 
X Auto Insurance 
X Personal Umbrella 
X Health Insurance 
X Life Insurance 
X Dental/Vision Plans 
X Flood Insurance 
X Business Insurance 
X Professional Liability 
X Workers Comp 
X Disability Insurance 
X Antique Cars 
X Watercraft 
X Motorcycles 
X RV/Motorhomes 
X Wedding Insurance 

Some helpful tips to 

make sure you are ready 

for the fall season.  
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little blue marshins.  
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Save up to 

37% or MORE!  

By Combining All 

Your Insurance 

With Us! 

Tom Davenport s 

Blue Marsh  

Earlier today, I was asked by my friend, Blaise D., about rental car coverage. Itôs one of the most 
common questions we get. And itôs an important one. 

Why? Because it involves a conflict. 

On the one hand you donôt want to waste money or feel like youôre being ripped off. And on the 
other hand you want to make sure youôre protected. So, what was his important question? 

ñDoes my auto policy cover my rental car, or should I buy the rental companyôs insurance 

at the counter?ò 

If youôre going on vacation this year, or just traveling in 
general, youôll find yourself asking this very question. 
Unfortunately, the answer can be trickier than anybody 
would like it to be! A simple yes or no simply wonôt do. And 
what you decide to do depends on several things. 

Where are you going?  

Your Pennsylvania auto policy applies only to accidents or 
losses that happen in the United States, its territories and 
possessions, Puerto Rico and Canada. 

If you find yourself driving anywhere else, your auto policy 
does not protect your rental car - or you while youôre driving 
it. So, in these cases be sure to buy insurance from the 

rental company . 

How will you use the rental vehicle?  

Generally, there are two ways to use your rental car - personal or business use. 

If you use it for business, then you must insure your own vehicle for business use to get coverage 
from your policy on the rental. 

You could insure a vehicle for business use on your personal auto policy or have a business auto 
policy. 

Your Policy Options & Limits  

Letôs say youôre traveling in the United States, and youôre not using the rental car for business. 
Great. Now, will your personal auto policy protect your rental car? 

Yes! BUTé only if youôve purchased protection for yourself.  

For example, if one of your cars is protected for collision claims, then your rental car is protected 
in a collision. If one of your cars is protected for comprehensive claims, then your rental car is 
protected for damage other than collision.  Keep in mind, your deductible will apply just like driving 
your own car. 

(Continued on Page 3)  
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Hereôs a helpful list to get ready for the 

arrival of cooler (I canôt wait!) temperatures 
and the arrival of Fall colors.  Thanks to our 

friends at Travelers for this great info!  

Q&A with the little blue marshins  

Eli (age 6): I donôt know.   
What do you think it means?  Eli: Whaaaat? England? 
No, Inland Marine.  Eli: Inland Submarineé 
Whatcha think?  Eli: Inland Marine?.  I donôt know. 

Letôs see what Jake says...  
Jake, what does inland marine mean to you?  Jake (age 3): Summer! (?) 
What else does inland marine mean?  Jake:  About water and sharks. 
What else?  Eli:  Water life. 
 
Okay, whatôs ñinland marineò really mean? 
It all started a long time ago when Lloydôs of London insured cargo on the big old ships 

in and out of port.  This coverage was simply called ñmarine insuranceò.  Well, when the 

cargo started moving across the land (think trains and such) ï they called it ñinland 

marineò.  Today, a large number of items are covered on an ñinland marineò type of 

policy or endorsement.  Jewelry, guns, artwork, golf clubs, construction equipment, and 

truck cargo are just some examples.  You may have heard this called a ñfloaterò policy 

too!  So, that beautiful diamond ring is (or should be) covered on a inland marine policy. 

 

1. Have your furnace cleaned and inspected annually by a qualified technician. 
2. Keep flammable materials, including all lawn and power equipment, away from water heaters and wiring 

in the basement. 
3. Insulate water pipes in areas exposed to cold temperatures, and turn up the thermostat during extra cold 

periods. 
4. Check for damage to your roof, and clean gutters and downspouts to keep debris from accumulating. This 

is especially important during the fall season to keep leaves from building up in gutters. 
5. Check and repair caulking around doors and windows that show signs of deterioration. 
6. Check caulking around showers, bathtubs, sinks and toilet bases; and make repairs as needed. 
7. Have your chimney cleaned and maintained annually by a professional. 
8. Clean and/or replace your furnace filter. 
9. Clean the clothes dryer exhaust duct and space under the dryer. Remove all lint, dust, and pieces of 

material. 
10. Check your electrical outlets for potential fire hazards such as frayed wires or loose-fitting plugs. Be sure 

not to overload electrical outlets, fuse boxes, extension cords or any other power service. 
11. Keep a multi-purpose fire extinguisher accessible, filled and ready 

for operation. 
12. Inspect your smoke detectors. Make sure there is one on each floor 

of your home. Test them monthly, and change the battery annually 
or as needed. 
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Get Ready for Fall! 

What is ñInland Marineò? 
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Itôs only fitting that one of 

our  earliest commercial clients is given 

the first ñspotlightò of our newsletters.  

In each future issue, we will feature one 

of our clients that have given us the 

opportunity to help insure their 

business.  None of the featured 

companies will give us any money in 

exchange for us letting our clients know 

about them.  We like them and think 

youôll like them too. Thatôs it.  

Businesses grow from referrals ï and 

we wonôt refer anyone to you that we 

donôt or wouldnôt use ourselves.  Thank 

you for referring your friends to us ï 

we want to do the same! 

 

TriCounty Landscape Creations is 

based in Morgantown, PA.  They 

provide a wide range of professional 

landscap ing serv ices to  both 

homeowners and businesses alike.  The 

owner, Curtis Showalter, is very client-

focused in all that he does ï and it shows 

in how well his business is growing.  

Curtis and his team provide custom 

landscape design, installation, and 

maintenance ï in addition to the basics 

of residential and commercial grounds 

keeping, snow removal, and lawn care.  

If you get talking to him, youôll find out 

that their passion is creating amazing 

ñhardscapesò in your dream patio, 

walkways, retaining walls, and more. 

 

Theyôve received several awards and 

have been featured in their vendorsô 

showcase portfolios.  Seeing is believing 

ï so check out photos of their work ï 

amazing!  If you are ready to create your 

dream entertainment area in your 

backyard, or need some help with ideas 

ï give Curtis a call.  He can be reached 

a t  ( 6 1 0 )  2 8 6- 4 7 1 1  o r 

tricountylandscape@dejazzd.com. 

For liability - i.e. somebody sues you or you 
damage other peopleôs property - the liability 
limits on your policy will apply. 

Hidden Costs You Wonôt Like 

Unfortunately, things get a little more 
complicated... 

Rental car companies have little tricks up their 
sleeves when you don't buy their insurance.  
These tricks could stick you with hundreds of 
dollars of unexpected charges on your credit 
card if you wreck their car. 

First, the rental car company receives income 
by renting their cars - obviously. If you wreck 
their car, they can't rent it to anybody else until 
it's fixed or replaced. In theory, they're losing 
money and they'll charge you for that "loss of 
use." 

 And that makes sense. Business insurance 
commonly pays for such losses - when they're 
real. However, insurance companies don't pay 
for theories. They only pay for actual economic 
loss. 

The rental company has many cars sitting on 
its lots un-rented. It's not ACTUALLY losing 
money because the one car you wrecked is out 
of commission.   

So, your insurance company won't pay a "loss 
of use" charge. But that won't stop the rental car 
company from charging you for it!  And it could 
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be hundreds of dollars.  Some companies 
that we have, like Grange, have an optional 
endorsements that will cover loss of use.  

The second trick is administrative fees. 
These fees compensate the rental company 
for processing claims paperwork, to get the 
car fixed or replaced, etc. 

Again, your insurance company isn't going 
to pay that fee.  It's not an insurance loss.  It's 
the rental car company finding a way to get 
more money out of you.  Such fees could be 
as high as $250 ... or more! 

Their third trické ñdiminution of valueò.  
Basically, that new rental car that you 
borrowed is now wrecked.  Itôs not worth what 
it was before.  So, the rental car companies 
will hold you (or try to) responsible for that 
loss of value.  I canôt think of ANY auto 
insurance company that will cover that one! 

So, should you buy the rental company 
insurance at the rental counter or not? 

First, call us before you leave to make sure 
of your personal situation.  That's why we're 
here, to help you! 

Second, if you're willing to risk paying "loss 
of use", administrative charges, and 
diminution of value - which could be 
hundreds or thousands of dollars - then don't 
buy it.  But if you're not willing to take that 
risk, buy the insurance and sleep well on your 
vacation! 

*This article provides general educational 
information only as a service to our clients. When 
conflicting language exists, your policy takes 
precedence over any information in this article. You 
should always obtain counsel from a licensed 
insurance agent before changing your policy. 

(Continued from Page 1)  

FOLLOW US 

This issueôs contest question: 

How many miles of trails are 

there around Blue Marsh Lake? 

 

Be the first to post the correct answer on 

our Facebook Fan Page 

(www.facebook.com/bluemarshins) 

And win a $25 Visa Gift Card from us! 

Business Client Spotlight:  
TriCounty Landscape Creations, LLC  
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ChChChanges... Health Care Reform  

Back in March, our President signed the sweeping health reform legislation 

into law.  Many folks ask exactly what it means to them. Weôre here to 

help!  Some of the ñhighlightsò that are already in effect ï or soon will be ï 

are listed below: 

ß A temporary High-risk Health Insurance Pool Program went into effect in 

early July.   If youôve got a pre-existing condition and have been without 

insurance for 6 months or more, you are probably eligible. Check out 

www.healthcare.gov for more info. 

ß Children under age 19 wonôt have to worry about companies imposing any pre

-existing exclusions on new enrollees. (effective 9-23-2010) 

ß Health insurers offering new coverage will now have to provide coverage to 

dependent children until age 26. (effective 9-23-2010) 

ß Health insurance companies are prohibited from establishing  lifetime or 

annual limits on benefits.  Prior to 2014, HHS will allow for annual limits on 

ñessential health benefitsò. (effective 9-23-2010) 

ß Carriers will be required to cover most preventive care services with a $0 

copay. (effective 9-23-2010) 

 

There are many more changes, but these are some of the ñhighlightsò.  As this is such 

major change in policy, itôs taking insurers, employers, agents, and the public a long while 

to sort out all the details.  For specific questions, call your plan administrator (or HR 

department) or give us a call here at Blue Marsh. 

Health insurance questions?  
We have answers.  

(877) 627-7480 

Certified Insurance Counselor  

Thank You!  
Thank You! Thank You!  
Thanks to all our clients who  

Graciously referred their family,  

friends, and associates to our  

Agency.  We build our agency  

On your positive comments.  We  

Couldnõt do it without your help! 

Blue Marsh Insurance 
Tom Davenport 

An Exclusive Newsletter for  

Friends & Clients of  

http://www.healthcare.gov

